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“YOU ARE WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS” 
by Fr. Jeremy Myers                      Luke 24:35 -48 
 

As we make our way through the Easter Season, we find the 
gospels calling our attention to the post-resurrection 
appearances of the Resurrected Lord. These appearances to 
his followers secure their knowledge that he is truly risen from 
the tomb and that his message of a merciful Father is 
vindicated by his rising. Further, these appearances provide 
the Risen Lord the opportunity to commission his followers to 
continue this message through a life of service to others and 
love of all others. We hear the Risen Lord speak these words 
in the gospel today, “You are witnesses of these things.” 
When he speaks of “these things,” he is referencing not only 
his suffering and dying and resurrection, but also the life he 
lived prior to those events. His self-sacrificial love on the cross 
was the culmination of a life lived for others. It is a life that he 
invites his followers to share and to continue as they witness 
to his life and his message. Some years back, an editor for 
The Washington Post shared a deeply personal story with her 
readers. She explained that thirteen years prior, her husband 
of nineteen years was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer. 
Tracy Grant, the writer, explained to her readers that she 
became her husband’s caregiver. Over the course of the next 
seven months, her husband, Bill, “went from beating me silly 
at tennis to needing my help to go to the bathroom.” 
Obviously, it was a difficult, stressful, and exhausting 
experience, but Tracy wrote that those seven months remain 
the time in her life when she felt “most alive.” She shares 
these thoughts, “I was 42 years old. I had become a respected 
professional, a responsible and, I hope, loving parent. But I 
had to discover the reason I was on this earth. During those 
seven months, I came to understand that whatever else I did 
in my life, nothing mattered more.” She continues, “I 
discovered that the petty grievances of an irksome coworker, 
a child with sniffles, or a flat tire pales in comparison with the 
beauty of spontaneous laughter, the night sky, the smells of a 
bakery. There were moments of joy, laughter, and tenderness 
everyday—if I was willing to look hard enough. I found I could 
train myself to set my internal barometer to be more 
compassionate than callous.” Now thirteen years after Bill’s 
death, Tracy looks back at those seven months with gratitude. 
She writes, “I haven’t started a foundation to cure cancer. I 
haven’t left the news business to get a medical degree. I work. 
I try to be there for my sons. I will never again have that high 
purpose. But every day, I try again to be the person I became 
during those seven months. I try to be a little less judgmental, 
a little more forgiving and generous, a little more grateful for 
the small moments in my life. I am a better person for having 
been Bill’s caregiver.” She ends, “It was his last, best gift to 
me.” What a moving and personal story of love lived out in 
giving of oneself to another in need and in pain. Her story 
reminds us that the Resurrected Lord calls us to be his 
witnesses in the here and now, in the place we stand and to 
the people who stand before us. We can bring hope and joy 
and mercy and kindness into each day by a decision to 
become that loving person that the example of Jesus calls us 
to be. The heroic and the holy is found in these ordinary 
moments that we inject with extraordinary generosity and 
kindness. When the Resurrected Lord says we “are witnesses 
of these things,” that is exactly what he meant. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
April 16 - 22, 2018 

 

Monday, April 16—Easter Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. †Violet Rice and †Joan Krawietz by Dennis  
  & Jean Krawietz 
  Noon  †Bill Smith by Joan Smith 
  (Bilingual) Acts 6:8-���������	
�� -29 
 

Tuesday, April 17—Easter Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. †Ed Wilson by Debbie Mitchell 
  Noon  †Rev. Paul Valles Ortiz by Lupe Patino 
  (Bilingual) Acts 7:51—�
��������	

� -35 
 

Wednesday, April 18—Easter Weekday 
  9:30 a.m. †Garnet McGraw, Sr. and †Garnet  
  McGraw, Jr. by Dee Beaver 
  Acts 8:1-��������	

� -40 
 

Thursday, April 19—Easter Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. †Stephen Orsak by Debbie Burnett 
    Acts 8:26-���������	
�� -51 
        

Friday, April 20—Easter Weekday  
  8:00 a.m. Intentions of Chip Hart by Mary Callahan 
  (Bilingual) Acts 9:1-���������	
�� -59 
 

Saturday, April 21—Easter Weekday 
  4:30 p.m. †Ed Szafranski, Sr. by Ed Szafranski, Jr. 
  Acts 4:8-�����������
�� -18 
 

Sunday, April 22—Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 a.m. †George Bernhardt by Dolores Bernhardt 
10:30 a.m. †Andy Zdeb by Coralee Zdeb 
12:30 p.m. Parishioners by Pastor 
  Acts 4:8-�����������
�� -18 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

FOR  
APRIL 8, 2018 

 
NEEDED TO MEET BUDGET              $14,500.00 
RECEIVED                $15,278.50 
DIFFERENCE                $      778.50 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE               $16,480.91   
 

Your generosity is appreciated.  �
 

“It’s a pitfall...to engage in acts of blessings or charity with 
the expectation of a specific reward. Neat, warm, fuzzy 
endings are the stuff of motion pictures, not necessarily 
real life. The truth is that you may never know the outcome 
of a particular act of service.”          Thomas Kinkade 



 
 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers all the sick and suffering, 
especially Rita Turner (grandmother of Heidi Scheibmeir). 
May the Lord give her grace and courage in her suffering. 
 

We want to wish a happy anniversary to all couples 
celebrating a wedding anniversary this week, especially 
Jimmy & Karen Martin. May God give them joy.  
 

The Senior Citizens Potluck Luncheon will be this 
Wednesday, April 18 th , at noon in the Parish Center. 
 

Voices of Angels Youth Choir will meet this Wednesday, April 
18th, from 5 to 5:45 p.m. in the music portable. All children 
and youth and invited to come and sing! 
 

Spanish Baptismal Preparation class is this Wednesd ay, 
April 18 th , at 7 p.m. in the Parish Center. 
 

Knights of Columbus Major Degree ceremony is at 8:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, April 21st.  
 

St. Mary’s High School and Middle School Youth Groups will 
meet on Sunday, April 22nd, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Come and 
start helping us plan for our spring and upcoming summer 
activities! Email hscheibmeir@stmarych.org for more 
information. 

Members of 
St. Mary’s 
Youth Groups 
helped at the 
Celtic Festival 
right before 
Easter. The 
youth led a 3 
leaf clover 
craft that also 
represented 
the Holy 
Trinity. Thank 

you to all youth and families who helped at the festival! 
 
We want to welcome all our recently 
registered parishioners: Isaias & Emerita 
Alejos, Adan & Hiliberta Alvarez, Miguel & 
Juanita Avalos, Joseph & Michelle 
Crissup, Adrian & Isabel Cruz, Mario & 
Daysi Diaz, Mizael Flores, Alejandro 
Herrera & Emma Dominguez, Auden & 
Diana Hinojosa, Joseph & Cindy Hughes, 
Osvaldo Jaramillo & Jennifer Arras, Gregory & Bonnie 
Koenig, Marcos & Iris Linares, Nathalia Lupercio, Isaias 
Martinez & Dulce Hernandez, Miguel Navarro & Rosa 
Rodriguez, Jose Ortiz & Maria Torres, Ricardo Perez & 
Ignacia Ramirez, Juan & Karina Pizano, Leobardo & Rosa 
Isela Ramirez, Jose Paz Romero, Lisa Romo, Gerardo Ruiz 
& Ana Salazar, Fulgencio & Ana Merida Sanchez, Sheila 
Smith, Ruth Taliaferro, Don & Katherine Thacker, and Jose 
Velazquez & Patricia Gallegos. Together may we grow in the 
love of God.  
 
The following Mass intentions have been said by Fr. Jeremy 
in recent weeks: Intentions of Johnathan Alerute  by Cathy 
��������	
�	���
���� Frank & Jackie Alvarez  by Arnie & Trudy 
������ †Zachary Alvarez  by Knights of Columbus #1289, 
�������� �� ���
� ������� ���� ����
� �������� ������ ��	
� 	���
� ���
Lee Ann Brown  �����	�����������	
�	���
���� Kelsey Family  
��� ����
� �� ������ ������ †Eula Moore  by John & Claire 
� �	�� �� ��	
�	���
� ��� Destiny Ondo  ��� !�"�� †Heath 
Richmond  �������������#��
���
#	����	
�	���
���� Barney & 
Joan Sandmann  ��� ������ �� ����#���� ����
	���
��� †Max 
Sandmann  by Knights of Columbus #1289, Barney & Joan 
Sandmann, Frank & Lorine Sandmann, and Steve & Amy 
$��#
��� †Mark Scoggins  by Cathy Harp, Tom & Kay 
Herrmann, Mary Lockhart, Rod & Carol Reichelt, and Barney 
�� ����� ����"����� †Jimmy Smith  by Randy & Carolina 
����
	���
�� ���� ����
� �� ������ ������ ��	
�	���
� ��� Marie 
Smith  by Randy & Carolina Christopher, and Intentions of 
Lori Williams  by Cathy Harp.  

PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE 
(TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH A 
CONCEALED HANDGUN) A PERSON 
LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H, CHAPTER 

411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING 
LAW), MAY NOT ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A 
CONCEALED HANDGUN.  

PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE 
(TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH AN 
OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON 
LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H, CHAPTER 

411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING 
LAW), MAY NOT ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A 
HANDGUN THAT IS CARRIED OPENLY.  


